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HINGS of Quality are distinctive. They

stand out sharp and clear against the Hat
level of mediocrity. In them are reflected always
the genius, vision and artistic handiwork of a
master Craftsman. Such things live and endure.
They set, each in its own sphere, the standards
of excellence at which imitators aim. But lead-
ership in excellence is never attained through
imitation. As the shadow but imperfectly reflects
the image of substance, so the imitator copies
only the form, not the essence of Quality. Real
Quality does not hold the lure of cheapness.
Though necessarily of higher price it costs less
in the end. It is by the policy of “not how cheap,

but how good™ that Quality lives.
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HE officials of the

Comptometer com-
pany have long had a
friendly desire to know
in a more intimate way
the thousands of Comp-
tometer operators who have gradu-
ated from our schools scattered
throughout the world. We are all
one big family, working together to
carry our portion of the tremendous
figuring burden of industry, and it
would be a very fine thing if we could
know each other better.

The Comptometer family has grown
vear after year to the point where it
is now of huge proportions—there are
operators in almost every civilized
country in the world, speaking many
different languages.

In Europe, Asia, Africa, North and
South America and in far-away Aus-
tralia, there are Comptometer schools,
and Comptometer operators, who no
doubt can tell us of interesting expe-
riences.

It will be the purpose of this little
magazine to bring into closer touch
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all these widely sepa-
rated members of the
Comptometer family.

From time to time we
will run pictures and
interesting stories of our
over-seas cousins.

Through the courtesy of Signor
Ferraris we are running in this issue
some pictures and a story of the
Comptometer battery in the Fiat
Motor Co., Turin, Italy.

N deciding on a color scheme for

the cover of this issue of the News,
it occurred to us that we could use
the colors of the new Model J, on
which we have heard so much favor-
able comment.

Of course the principle difference
in the Model J is its easy key-action;
but in addition to the green and cream
colors on the bronze background be-
ing very restful to the eye, it makes a
very pleasing color combination.—Ed.

Copyright 1926, Felt & Tarrant Mfg. Co., Chicago, U. S. A.
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Lustruction Service Depan‘ment

HE Ed. knows well enough

that the party pictured so nice-

ly doesn’t know every short cut
or how to do every figure problem
presented, but after handling the

Operating Instruction De-

partment for about 20 years,
a great many short cuts
and methods have been
learned and worked out,

so that he is able to as-
sist on about every kind

of figuring imaginable.
Right now the Corre-
spondence Operating In-
struction Service Depart-
ment is instructing by mail
over 400 operators, and so far
this month (November), 92 operators
have written special thanks for the
operating help given them.

Even though you know how to add,
multiply, divide and subtract on the
Comptometer, you may be still in
kindergarten as far as efficient Comp-
tometer operation is concerned. Even
with the volume of information avail-
able here, there is yet much to learn
about Comptometer application and
short cuts, so just imagine what some
operators don’t know about Comp-
tometer application. We would like
to suggest as a good idea, that every

on the Comptometer.

e

The genial Mr. Vebeck pictured above, has been in the
Comptometer organization since ’way back in 1905.

During all these years he has been compiling methods
for problems sent in from the field, and amplifving these
thousands of ways of doing any and all kinds of figuring

If you have any problem that’s puszzling you, send it
along. (I’d like to see him stumped.

operator procure one of the Corre-
spondence Instruction Service Sheets
which gives about 50 Comptometer
uses, and then check it to see with
how many of these uses they are
familiar. Of course, even the
uses on this Instruction Serv-
ice Sheet are just an ink-
ling of the figure work
for which the Comptom-
eter is used.
Do you know how to
subtract on the Comp-
tometer, February +th,
1925, from November Sth,
1926, almost as easily as
you can subtract $5.25 from
$6.50—or how to multiply 4715
x 19334 and from that subtract 67.3
x17%5 and get the answer withoyt
writing any figures down on paper
and without cancelling — or how to
subtract an amount that’s already in
the machine from any other amount
without first clearing the register—
or how many figures of the divisor
it is necessary to hold if you divide,
for instance, 483621. into 2164835.
so as to get three decimal places of
accuracy—or do you know how to fig-
ure percent of profit by just making
one division and not finding dollars
profit—or how (Cont’d on page 12)

Ed.)
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Romance
of the NMacaron: Box

N the early '80’s Dorr E. Felt

was operating a planer in a ma-

chine shop in Chicago. As the
cutting tool went
back and forth across
the work, it turned
a screw one or more
notches — at the
pleasure of the op-
erator.

One day it oc-
curred to the voung
machinist that this
principle might be
made to count for
him. He soon be-
came highly enthusi-
astic and told a friend
of his—an electrical

side of ninety days,” asserted young
Felt, “every office in the United
States will be doing its calculating by
machines.”

Bent on achieving this object, he
purchased a wooden box at the corner
grocery. It had once contained many
reels of macaroni. He next bought

some beef skewers at the butcher’s,

some elastic bands at the druggist’s,
and some staples at the hardware store.
He was now all ready to take advan-
tage of the first holiday that came his
way.

He had not long to wait. Shortly
afterwards God-fearing people all over

Dorr E. FeELT

engineer—what he had in mind. “In-

the land were offering Thanksgiving.
Not so Dorr E. Felt. He was hud-
dled over an infamous contraption
made of skewers,
elastic bands, and
wire staples—savory
odors floating up the
whilefromthe
boarding-house table.
T'radition has it that
he forgot to eat his
dinner, but I am
skeptical. He may
have. He worked
nearly every evening,
Christmas day, all
day New Year's —
and a Sunday now
and then, though he
denies it. At the end of a year, the
bookkeepers of the United States were
still doing their work in the same
grinding, gruelling, late - to - supper
fashion. T'he macaroni box Felt had
counted on, wouldn’t count. He was
up against the same problem that had
got Magnus a smashed head and had
brought poor Leibnitz in sorrow to
the grave.

The next scene shows yvoung Felt
working on a medel for an automatic
elevator door. The unfortunate maca-
roni box had meanwhile crawled un-
der the work-table and was hiding
there in the guise of a foot-stool. En-
ter now, Mr. A. B. Lawther, the
beneficent emplover.

a6 e
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“What else have vou got?" said he.

“An adding machine” replied
voung Felt doubtfully, “but it's over
to my room-—and it won't add.”

“Go get it.”

The macaroni box was brought to
Mr. Lawther, who fed it a couple of
sums and was amazed to see it pro-
duce the correct answer.

“Why don’t you
make one of met- 11,
al?” said he. R i

“I haven't any
money.”

“I'll Tend vou

the money.”

Just thirty-nine
years ago, on
Thanksgiving {
Day, 1887, the E o
tfirst Comptom- A
eter was begun. &
1t's a long step

from that crude
wooden box

model Lo the
present-day

model **J".

“I haven't any place to work.”

“I'll fit up a corner in the shop.”

The very next week Dorr E. Felt
was established among some new
lathes and drills in a corner all by
himself, and there for a year or more.
he grappled with difficulties that were
almost inconceivable. Finally out of
the tangle all the nine hundred little
parts got together and agreed to work
in harmony. Mr. Felt now began to
set his traps for the weary book-
keeper.

With joy in his heart and the first
Comptometer under his arm, he sal-
lied forth to the conquest. T'he first

bookkeeper squared off and saluted

him with a stony stare.

“What do I want of that thing?”
he demanded. T learned to add
when 1 was five vears old. Go 'way
—I'm busy. 3-7-15-21-30-36 an’ 7’s
43. 4 to carry. 9-13"—etc., etc., ad
infinitum —- sometimes ad midnight.
Such was the love for
menial labor in those
carly davs! Do vou re-
member how our grand-
fathers used to love the
quill pen and the hour
class? Anyvway, it took
Mr. Felt just two years
eleven months and six
days to sell the first
hundred machines. But
these, be it noted, were the first key-
operated adding machines to be manu-
factured and sold in this country.

In 1888 and 1889 Mr. Felt got in-
veigled into the problem of listing
machines.  Others had tried to solve
it without success. It was sort of a
challenge to the intellect. He finally
perfected the Comptograph—the first
successful listing machine, and a ma-
chine of no small distinction.

Summarizing: Mr. Felt's Comp-
tometers were the pioneers of the key-
driven adding and calculating ma-
chines.  His Comptographs were the
pioneers of kevboard listing adding
machines. Some of the first machines
of both models are still in practical
service today after the lapse of more
than a third of a century.
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‘Des Moines, lowa

COMPTOMETER PICNIC
HE Des Moines school held their

second picnic at Union Park on
Friday, October 15. A delegation of
girls was sent out early in the after-
noon to take possession of the log
cabin and to have the coffee ready
when the rest of the “gang” arrived.
Key-lock rules and controlled school
dignity were set aside and every one
had one grand and glorious time.
Plenty of eats and real peppy games
were on the program for the evening.

COMPTOMETER RINGS

The Comptometer ring that is given
as a prize to the girl who can add
sixty correct columns from the Stand-
ard adding book, on or before her
twenty-third day in school has caused
some very good competition between

the students in our school. The re-
sults are that thirteen girls have been
presented with these rings since the
first of the year. These rings are also
taken into consideration by the office
managers and we have had the expe-
rience of placing our “ring girls” on
positions at from five to ten dollars
more a month than our other oper-
ators.

Miss Rose Stein of our Des Moines
school not only won a ring but made
a record of eighty-five correct col-
umns from the Standard adding book
in an hour on her thirtieth day in
school and better yet has been keep-
ing up this record. Miss Stein has a
record of 170 correct figures per min-
ute. Her unusual speed is due pri-
marily to her concentration and use
of the key-lock.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Q%ISS MiLprep HiLLEeRrR of Chi-

cago, has recently moved to
Philadelphia and was placed in a po-
sition at David Lupton’s Sons Co.
through Mr. Davies office.

Mrs. Nora H. Notman of the
Washington Comptometer School, is
doing temporary work through the
Philadelphia School in Philadelphia.

Mrs. Howard Benson, formerly of
New York, now making her home in

Philadelphia, has been placed, through
the local office, at the Potomac Insur-
ance Company.

Miss Margaret Sadler of the Phila-
delphia School, added 60 columns cor-
rectly on her 17th day in school and
passed the Comptometer ring test 949,
and is very proud of the Comptometer
ring she is now wearing.—Caroline

White.
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Loursville, Ky.

HE French Lick Hotel, French
Lick Springs, Ind. (that famous
watering place of the elite) just called
for a temporary operator to do some
work for a convention—all expenses
paid, including hotel, horseback rid-
ing, golf, dancing, and $10.00 per
day salary. The Louisville school was
in quite an uproar as to who should
2o and it was necessary to draw lots.
Miss Tessie Shain drew the lucky
number. (No, the editor was not in-
jured in the rush for that hotel job
—he did not hear of it in time.)
Yes, girls, it’s finally happened!
Mr. Earl Tyler, our efficient repair-
man, was married on October 7th. He
was back on the job October 18th.

Now don’t kid him, girls—he feels
bad enough.

Miss Henrietta Roach, who was a
member of the Comptometer operat-
ing staff of the Southern Bell Tel.
Co. for a number of years, was mar-
ried September 4th to Mr. “Billy”
Hoback. Mr. and Mrs. Hoback will
be at home to all of their Comptom-
eter friends after September 15th.

The Louisville Comptometer office
will move into larger quarters No-
vember 1st. The new address will be
509 and 510 Republic Bldg. All of
the old operators and friends are cor-
dially invited to come up and pay us
a visit—Lina Roach.

1acoma, W ash.

(44 =
Miss
Gi omptometer”’

A Magaziﬂe
Cover Girl

Miss Shirley
Stoddard,

a member of the
Tacoma school,
who was

“Miss Comptometer’’
in a recent bathing
beauty contest, is
gaining national
publicity on account
of being selected by
Howard Chandler
Christy as his new
model.

%lss FAYE Ras-
C MUSSEN, who
was one of the win-
ners in the recent
Addition contest, has
accepted a position
with the Standard

Oil Company.

Photo by Hartsook
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Seattle, W ash.
Comptometer Operator Becomes Bank Qfficial

N recognition of long and faith-
ful service with the Washington
Mutual Savings Bank, trustees
of the bank at the annual meeting
promoted Miss Alice Backstrom
to the position of Assistant

Secretary.

“Miss Backstrom had
been Chief Clerk of the
Washington MutualSav-
ings Bank. She is the
author of a system of
machine calculationofin-
terest accounts, whereby
the bank recently figured
in twelve hours, with the
aid of 33 emplovees, the inter-
est due January 1, on more than
62,000 accounts. on Comptometers.”

The foregoing appeared in a recent
issue of the Seattle, Wash., *“ Times.”
After graduation Miss Backstrom’s
first position was with the C. M. &
St. P. Freight Office.  From
there she went to the Fred-
erick Nelson Department
Store. where she had
charge of the Auditing
Department for five and
a half yvears. She started
as Comptometer operator
at the Washington Mu-
tual Savings Bank on
June 26, 1918.
We all extend our con-
cratulations to  Miss Back-
strom and wish her continued
success in the banking business.

Miss Norland, who was for several
vears with Bon Marche, and three
years head operator at Grote Rankin
Co., recently embarked on the sea of
matrimony. Miss Norland, now Mrs.
Finch, is in Honolulu where she will
make her home for three years. Mliss
Kathryn Rutlidge has taken her place.

55 e e

Miss Clara Bryan of the Pacific
S. S. Co.. Seattle, has recently been
advanced to assistant auditor. She has
charge of a battery of operators. We
congratulate her on this promotion.

& e

Miss Hueford of Piggly Wiggly of
Puget Sound Co., has left after being
with the above company several years.

Miss Hueford was married August
21st to Capt. Mac Schade. Mrs. Mac
Schade advanced in her former posi-
tion to ofhce manager and cashier.

2. B

Miss Ruth Richardson, formerly
with the Shell Oil Co., Seattle, re-
cently returned from a three months’
vacation in New York. Ruth was
glad to return to the land of sunshine
and rain. Our rain is sometimes de-
scribed as “filtered sunshine”.

o mes o

A reward is offered to anyone who
can tell us why Madge Whitmore,
our Seattle demonstrator, makes such
frequent trips to Vancouver.

) >{ 1 0}“‘"'
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T HE Comptometer School in Seat-
tle has tried out a program of
recreation outside of school hours.
During the warm summer months the
student operators and their friends
could be seen leaving the school car-
rying swimming suits and a plentiful
supply of picnic delicacies — water-
melons, hamburgers, beans, etc.
Refreshed after a few hours’ swim,
we would gather around a cozy
campfire and with someone strum-
ming the ukelele all joined in and
harmonized on popular melodies. Gos-
sip about friends and the school, and
proper attention to the “cats” were

then in order—bringing to a close a

“perfect day”.

The idea has proved so popular that
plans are being made to continue these
picnics this winter, using the Y. \W.

C. A. when Puget Sound “sounds”
too cold.

We certainly advise other schools
to try this scheme from which we de-
rive so much pleasure.

o = =

(That’s a splendid idea, and not the
least of wwhich is the cfficiency indi-
cated in wearing bathing suits to eat
watermelons—IFEd.)

Gr  en

Alice Gerry is back in Seattle after
several months’ auditing work with
the Mercantile T'rust Co., San Fran-
cisco. Miss Gerry was for three years
in government work in Bremerton
and was instructor in our Seattle
Comptometer school for one year.
Alice is now in full charge of a bat-
tery of Comptometers at the Standard

Oil Co., Seattle.

Memphis, 1enn.

HE latest name to be added to the

“Honor Roll” in Memphis is that
of Miss Margaret Merriam.  Mar-
garet added sixty columns correctly on
her twenty-first day in school, there-
by winning the much coveted Comp-
tometer ring. (That’s fine! Both Miss
Merriam and the Memphis school are

to be congratulated.)

The students of the Memphis
school surprised Mr., Avery on Octo-
ber 21st, his birthday anniversary, by
remembering him with a little party

and some gifts.

Mr. Avery was somewhat taken
back by this expression of appreciation
and loyalty, and responded with an
audible blush and the statement that
he thought his birthdays were long
since over; but that to be so pleas-
antly reminded takes the sting out of
them.

- -
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Birthdays seeming to be in order,
Miss Solomon showed up a few days
later with another link in her chain
of vears. Strange to say, she didn't
suspect a thing, and at noon machines
were pushed aside and all desks used
for a spread, which could well be
called a “banquet”.
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Kansas City, Mo.

SINGS WA4dY TO
PHILADELPIHIA

Miss Dorothy Dill, Kansas City, Kas.
Soprano, Wins 4-State Contest

Q%ISS DoroTHy DiLL, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Dill, 21
North Seventh street, Kansas City,
Kas., was awarded first prize yester-
day in the vocal soprano division of a
state contest at Tulsa, according to a
telegram received by her parents. She
is 19 years old. Her reward is a free
trip to the national meet in Philadel-
phia November 1 to 4.

" There were entries from Kansas,
Missouri, Oklahoma and Arkansas.

Each had won first place honors in
state contests conducted October 7

and 8.

The contests are being conducted
under the auspices of the National
Federation of Music Clubs, which
will pay the expenses of sending each
district winner to the sesquicentennial
city.

Miss Dill was graduated from the
Kansas City, Kas., high school last
spring. Shortly before her graduation
she won highest musical honors at the
state high school music contest at
Emporia. Miss Dill is a graduate of
the Kansas City Comptometer School.
—Marie R. Bliss.

Instruction Service Departmem (Contignid G

to multiply 487 x 6624 with only nine
strokes—or how to add mixed frac-
tions without using decimals—or how
to divide accurately by 87 3/16 by
holding only four divisor keys; and
thousands of other operations that it’s
time and labor saving for the operator
to know. If there is anything in con-
nection with Comptometer operation
that you want to know, we will do
our best to help vou if you will just
let us know what it is. A young lady
wrote in the other day—she wanted
to know how she could multiply 486

x 1.3314 x 68.45 and divide all that
by 144 without cancelling on an 8-
column Comptometer. It’s easy enough
with just a little suggestion.

Send in your “hard” ones and your
“easy” ones. And remember that if
you have learned any new kinks or
short cuts that have assisted you in
vour work, we would be glad to know
them and pass them on to others that
can make good use of them. Remem-
ber, this assistance is free for the ask-
ing and is a part of Comptometer
Service to Operators.

INCOMPATIBILITY
Jones—What caused their love to
be lukewarm?

Smith—Incompatibility of temper-
ature—cold feet and hot words.—
The Club Fellow.

~r 12 Jpase-
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Charlotte, N. C.

Qj}/[‘xss Ceciria CanTRELL, Comp-

tometer operator for the Pied-
mont and Northern Ry. Co. Auditing
Dept., was married Sept. 18 to Mr.
W. G. Jackson, Auditor for the same
firm. Mrs. Jackson was succeeded by
Miss Sara Hunter, a recent graduate
of the Charlotte Comptometer School.

S

Miss Mary Lee Hewitt, one of the
operators out of our last class, has ac-
cepted a position with the Southern
Power Co. in the Auditing Dept.
We wouldn’t have mentioned this but
we feel she deserves a little credit for
this as she is the first trained operator
they have ever had. I guess being a
blonde had something to do with it.

- - -

Mrs. Howard Bundy, Chief Oper-
ator for the Great Atlantic and Pa-
cific Tea Co., has been very ill for the
past week. DMrs. Bundy’s many
friends hope to see her out again soon.

Miss Vera Caldwell, a very pop-
ular telephone operator with the Ford
Motor Co., has decided to take a

Comptometer Course with us in the
night class.

& = e

Paul J. Potts, Soliciting Agent, left
last week for a business trip through
South Carolina. Mr. Potts left with
three new Comptometers and a new
Ford; and, too, being a new man, we
see no reason why he should not
bring back some orders.

Mr. W. E. Sloan, General Agent,
has just returned from a two weeks’
business trip over the two Carolinas,
and says business is very good.

o e el

Miss Etta Wylie, one of our older
operators, left a short time back for
New York, where she will accept a
position.

Misses Ellen Blythe and Anna
Bell Cochrane, two Charlotte girls,
spent their vacation in the city. They
have been employed with the Florida
Power and Light Co. at Miami, being
very lucky they were not hurt in the
storm.—Rosa M. Cantrell.

CORRECT POSITION

“If yvour fingers are all thumbs,
maybe your seat is too low,” writes
one correspondent.

Right you are! Sitting too low is
the commonest of all faults in type-
writing. It is a fault committed by
probably one operator out of every

_three.

Fatigue, backache, lack of speed,
inaccuracy, uneven touch; all these

may result from sitting too low.

Maybe you are sitting too low and
do not realize it. If there is any
doubt in your mind on the subject,
just raise your seat a couple of inches
and see what happens.

The above, copied from the Rem-
ington N ews, carries a lesson for all

of us.

- 13 s

































