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(54) Title: BOARD FOR A BOARD GAME TO BE PLAYED BY ONE PERSON

(57) Abstract: Board (10) for a board game to be played by one person, comprising a flat first panel (1), of which a surface intended
as upper side is subdivided into squares (4) by rows and columns, wherein one square in each column can be marked as desired by
means of at least one marking means (8, 8”) coupled fixedly to the board, which board comprises a second panel (2) arranged against
the underside of the first panel, wherein the at least one marking means comprises a plate-like marker element (9, 9°) which, by

means of an operating element (7, 7°) extending through the second panel, is displaceable between a first position in which the

O marker element is not visible and a second position in which the marker element is visible on the upper side of the board behind a

=

window (5) formed in the square.
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BOARD FOR A BOARD GAME TO BE PLAYED BY ONE PERSON

The invention relates to a board for a board game
to be played by one person, comprising a flat first panel, of
which a surface intended as upper side is subdivided into
squares by rows and columns.

Examples of such a surface subdivided into squares are
the chessboard and the draughtboard.

A known game that can be played by one person on a
chessboard is the eight queens problem. The object of this
game 1is to place eight queens on a chessboard in a manner
such that the queens are not attacking each other. The object
is, in other words, to place eight pieces on the board in a
manner such that no two pieces stand on the same row, column
or diagonal. It is known that the eight queens problem has
twelve solutions, wherein identical solutions which are
obtained by the mathematical operations of rotation and
reflection are not counted. If the game is played with fewer
than eight queens, or on more than 8x8 squares, the number of
solutions increases. The number of solutions can be limited
by a limitation self-imposed beforehand of not placing any
pieces on squares on the same row, column or diagonal as one
or more pre-marked squares. It is known for instance that
when three squares are marked in this way on a chessboard,
the problem of placing five queens which are not attacking
each other has three mathematically different solutions.

Although it is possible in principle to play the eight
queens problem and variations thereof on a chessboard or
draughtboard, these boards are in practice less suitable for
this purpose, particularly when used during travelling. Known
pocket-size chess and draughtboards make use of loose pieces
which must be placed on the board in mechanical or magnetic
manner.

Playing with loose pieces is perceived under some
circumstances as a reason for not making use of such a game.

An inherent drawback of a chess or draughtboard in use

as game board for a puzzle for one person is the absence of
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playing instructions.

The object of the invention is to provide a board for a
board game to be played by one person, which is free of loose
components, is compact, can be provided with playing
instructions in simple manner and can be manufactured at low
cost.

This object is achieved with a board of the type stated
in the preamble, wherein according to the invention one
square in each column can be marked as desired by means of at
least one marking means coupled fixedly to the board.

The ability to mark the squares by means of a marking
means coupled to the board renders unnecessary the use of
loose pieces, draughts, or a separate operating means, so
that the board is always complete and ready to use. The eight
queens problem is for instance played on such a board with
8x8 squares by marking a first square in a first column,
marking a second square in a second column, wherein the first
and the second square may not be situated in the same row or
diagonal, and so forth.

In one embodiment the at least one square can be marked
as desired by a first or a second marking means coupled
fixedly to the board. According to such an embodiment the
problem of the eight queens is for instance played on a board
with 8x8 squares by marking a first square in a first column
and a second square in a second column, each with a first
marking means, wherein the first and the second square may
not be situated in the same row or diagonal and the first
marking means have the function of marking the first and
second square, and subsequently marking a third square in a
third column and a fourth square in a fourth column with a
second marking means, wherein the first, second, third and
fourth square may not be situated in the same row or
diagonal, and so on.

In one embodiment the marking means is an electronic
marking means, for instance a LED (light emitting diode) or
LCD (liquid crystal display), the power supply and control

circuit of which are integrated into the board.
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In a particularly advantageous embodiment the marking
means is a mechanical marking means.

A board provided with a mechanical marking means
according to the invention comprises for instance a second
panel arranged against the underside of the first panel,
wherein the at least one marking means comprises a plate-like
marker element which, by means of an operating element
extending through the second panel, is displaceable between a
first position in which the marker element is not visible and
a second position in which the marker element is visible on
the upper side of the board behind a window formed in a
square.

In such a board the second panel is preferably provided
with longitudinal grooves extending parallel to the columns
and corresponding with these columns for the purpose of
receiving therein the operating element of the at least one
plate-like marker element, and more preferably with second
windows corresponding with each of the respective squares for
the purpose of displaying on the underside of the board a
marker element visible on the upper side of the board through
a first window.

In another embodiment of a board according to the
invention the side of this board intended as underside is
provided with information symbols which serve for instance as
playing instructions.

The squares ordered in rows and columns in a board
according to the invention can in principle have any shape,
but preferably have a square shape.

The number of rows and columns in a board according to
the invention amounts to for instance at least 4 of each, and
this number preferably amounts to 8 of each.

The invention will be elucidated hereinbelow on the
basis of exemplary embodiments, with reference to the
drawings.

In the drawings

Fig. 1 shows an exploded view of an embodiment of a

board according to the invention,
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Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a marker element for a
board as shown in fig. 1,

Fig. 3 is a bottom view of the board shown in fig. 1,
and

Fig. 4 is a top view of the board shown in fig. 1.

Corresponding components are designated in the figures
with the same reference numerals.

Fig. 1 shows a board 10 which is assembled from an
upper panel 1 which is provided with a downward directed
peripheral edge 3, in which edge a lower panel 2 is clamped
in the ready-to-use state. The top side of upper panel 1 is
subdivided by 8 rows and 8 columns into 64 squares 4, in each
of which a window 5 is arranged. Lower panel 2 is provided
with longitudinal grooves 6 which correspond with and extend
parallel to the respective columns in upper panel 1.
Protruding through grooves 6 are operating tongues of
respective tabs (shown in fig. 2), of which a plate-like part
9, 9' is received between lower plate 2 and upper plate 1.
Displaceable along each groove 6 are two plates 9, 9', which
in rest position are placed in the outer ends of grooves 6
and there concealed from view by respective edge zones 11,
11" of the first panel. The plates 9 at the one end of
grooves 6 are of the same colour, but differ in colour from
plates 9' at the other end of grooves 6, which are likewise
of the same colour. The figure further shows windows 12 in
lower plate 2 under each of the squares 4 in upper plate 1.

Fig. 2 shows a tab 8, 8' with plate 9, 9' and an
operating tongue 7, 7' extending transversely thereof.

Fig. 3 shows board 10 in bottom view, with lower panel
2 and grooves 6 through which protrude operating tongues 7,
7' of the respective tabs 8, 8'. The numbers 1 to 25 are
arranged on the underside of board 10 at positions
corresponding with the 64 squares on the upper side, wherein
numbers 1-3 occur four times, numbers 4-11 three times and
numbers 12-25 twice. These numbers correspond with game
problems of increasing degree of difficulty, wherein a tab of

a first colour has to be placed at the relevant square. In
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the shown example tabs are placed at the numbers 13, whereby
plates 9' have become visible through windows 12 under these
numbers.

Fig. 4 shows board 10 in top view in the situation
described in fig. 3, with upper panel 1, in two columns of
which the plates 9' have become visible through windows 5.
The object of the game is to mark a square 4 in each of the
other columns by sliding the tabs 8, wherein a plate 9
appears behind each window in each column, in a manner such
that no squares are marked which are situated in the same
row, column or diagonal as one or more pre-marked squares. In
order to enhance convenience of use, it can be stated on the
underside, adjacently of the problem numbers 1-25, in a
different, for instance smaller, font how many different
solutions the relevant problem has.

It is noted that games for two or more persons can also
be played on the above described board game for one person.
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CLAIMS

1. Board (10) for a board game to be played by one
person, comprising a flat first panel (1), of which a surface
intended as upper side is subdivided into squares (4) by rows

and columns, characterized in that one square (4) in each

column can be marked as desired by means of at least one
marking means (8, 8') coupled fixedly to the board (10).

2. Board (10) as claimed in claim 1, characterized in

that the at least one square (4) can be marked as desired by
a first (8) or a second (8') marking means coupled fixedly to
the board.

3. Board (10) as claimed in either of the claims 1-2,

characterized in that the marking means is an electronic

marking means.
4. Board (10) as claimed in either of the claims 1-2,

characterized in that the marking means is a mechanical

marking means (8, 8').

5. Board (10) as claimed in claim 4, characterized in

that it comprises a second panel (2) arranged against the
underside of the first panel (2), and the at least one
marking means (8, 8') comprises a plate-like marker element
(9, 9'") which, by means of an operating element (7, 7')
extending through the second panel (2), is displaceable
between a first position (11, 11') in which the marker
element (9, 9') is not visible and a second position (5) in
which the marker element (9, 9') is visible on the upper side
of the board (10) behind a window (5) formed in a square (4).
6. Board (10) as claimed in claim 5, characterized in

that the second panel (2) is provided with respective
longitudinal grooves (6) extending parallel to the columns
and corresponding with these columns for the purpose of
receiving therein the operating element (7, 7') of the at
least one plate-like marker element (9, 9').

7. Board (10) as claimed in claim 6, characterized in

that the second panel (2) is provided with second windows
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(12) corresponding with each of the respective squares (5)
for the purpose of displaying on the underside of the board
(10) a marker element (9, 9') visible on the upper side of
the board through a first window (5).

8. Board (10) as claimed in any of the claims 1-7,
characterized in that the side thereof intended as underside

is provided with information symbols.

9. Board (10) as claimed in any of the claims 1-8,
characterized in that the squares have a square shape.

10. Board (10) as claimed in any of the claims 1-9,
characterized in that the number of rows and columns amounts
to at least 4 of each.

11. Board (10) as claimed in claim 10, characterized in

that the number of rows and columns amounts to 8 of each.
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